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of	survivors	in	the	broader	context	of	disability	and	development.		At	the	same	time,	the	
survivor	 network	 has	 been	 created	 in	 15	 provinces	 by	 encouraging	 people	 to	 think	
about	their	situation	and	their	futures	across	the	country,	to	take	action	and	realize	they	
have	human	rights	enshrined	in	the	law,	both	in	Cambodia	and	internationally.	
		
In	 relation	 to	 planning,	 the	 National	 Disability	 Strategic	 Plan	 (NDSP)	 2014‐2018	 has	
been	 finalized	 and	 is	 expected	 to	be	 adopted	 in	 July	 2014	by	 the	Prime	Minister.	 The	
NDSP	includes	four	goals	and	10	key	objectives,	all	of	which	are	relevant	to	addressing	
the	rights	and	needs	of	survivors.	
	
In	 2014,	 the	 efforts	 of	 the	 government	 will	 be	 supported	 by	 the	 Disability	 Rights	
Initiative	Cambodia	program.	This	is	a	new	5‐year	joint	program	to	be	implemented	by	
UNDP,	UNICEF	and	the	WHO,	with	funding	from	Australia.	The	program	will	contribute	
to	and	support	the	implementation	of	the	NDSP	2014‐2018	and	the	CRPD.	
	
Mr.	President,	
 
Cambodia	 is	committed	to	working	 to	 improve	the	quality	of	 life	of	survivors,	 through	
efforts	 to	uphold	 their	 rights	 and	meet	 their	 needs.	 An	 improvement	 in	 the	 quality	 of	
daily	 life	begins	 in	the	community.	We	are	committed	to	ensuring	implementation	and	
monitoring	of	efforts	at	the	district,	commune,	and	village	level.	The	village	community	
with	 its	village	 leader	will	be	 strongly	encouraged	 to	 treat	 survivors	and	other	people	
with	 disability	 with	 respect,	 acknowledging	 their	 abilities,	 upholding	 their	 rights	 and	
meeting	their	needs.	
	
For	the	next	5	years,	CMAA	will	participate	in	the	coordination	mechanism	for	the	NDSP	
and	monitor	 implementation	to	ensure	that	the	rights	and	needs	of	survivor	are	being	
addressed,	 in	 the	 broader	 context	 of	 disability.	Where	 gaps	 are	 identified,	 CMAA	will	
advocate	for	greater	attention	to	meet	Cambodia’s	obligation	to	assist	the	victims	under	
the	Anti‐Personnel	Mine	Ban	Convention.	 
 
Mr.	President,	
	
The	achievements	in	implementing	the	Cartagena	Action	Plan	have	resulted	in	a	gradual	
improvement	 in	 the	status	of	people	with	disability,	 including	mine	survivors.	Despite	
these	achievements,	Cambodia	faces	many	challenges	such	as	the	limitation	of	financial	
support,	and	human	and	technical	resources	to	continue	to	promote	the	implementation	
of	 both	 international	 and	 national	 obligations	 to	 benefit	 persons	 with	 disability	
including	 mine	 survivors.	 Together	 with	 our	 partners,	 we	 will	 continue	 to	 work	 to	
address	these	challenges.		
	
Taking	 this	 great	 opportunity,	 I	 would	 like	 to	 express	 my	 sincere	 thanks	 to	 all	 our	
donors	and	partners,	especially	Australia,	UNICEF,	UNDP	and	WHO	for	their	invaluable	
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collaboration	 and	 contributions	 to	 Cambodia	 in	 order	 to	 fulfill	 our	 national	
responsibilities	 and	 our	 international	 obligations	 to	 landmine	 survivors	 and	 other	
people	with	disability.		
	
Thank	you	very	much.	


